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A message from the 
Chair of Trustees, Roy 
Stainton  
 

I am sure we can all agree that we are 
most fortunate to have our own local 

museum, of which we can be justly 
proud. We have an effective and 

collaborative  team of trustees, members 
who as benevolent donors support the 
principles and objectives of the museum, 

volunteers who give their time and 
energy to ensure its smooth operation, 

and visitors who are generous in their 
donations. There are others who provid e 
expert advice and skills, make gifts to us 

of valuable art efacts and donate 
significant sums of money. We are well 

supported by the Parish Council, various 
Bishopôs Waltham societies, Hampshire 
County Council and the Charity 

Commission. In addition, we h ave a most 
amenable landlord in English Heritage 

who provides us with rent free 
accommodation and building 
maintenance for which, in return, we are 

pleased to carry out a number of 
services at the Palace site. We thank you 

all and each other.  
 

So how have we been faring and what 
are our plans for the future? Details will 

be found in the reports in this 
newsletter, but letôs just mention one or 

two.  
 

We were awarded a grant of £10,000 

earlier this year and we intend to spend 
it wisely on a specific project t hat 
enhances the standing and attraction of 

the museum. We have not yet fully 
determined what that will be and we 

would welcome suggestions from you. It 
is important that when it is chosen, it is 
managed effectively and to that end, we 

should like to ident ify and recruit a 

willing supporter, someone perhaps who 
would also wish to join our trustee team. 

Now  that  we have been formally 
approved as a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO) , we can be assured 

that among various advantages, the 
liabilities of trustees and members alike 

are limited to personal actions only.  
 
We were registered as a CIO last 

February but it could not be ratified by 
members until the AGM, which was 

eventually held as a virtual meeting early 
in September. As was intended, we have 
since examined in more detail the 

constitution, which was agreed originally 
with the Charity Commission, and have 

identified amendments we believe better 
reflect our activities. This proposed 
constitution will shortly be distributed to 

members for their con sideration and 
after due discussion and deliberation, we 

shall be seeking formal approval at our 
next AGM which will be held on Monday 

12 th  April at 7.30 pm * .  
 
Do take care, keep safe and we look 

forward to an interesting and successful 
2021!  
 
* Please mak e a note of this in your diary  
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A note for volunteers ð 
from Dawn Woodsford, 
Volunteer Co- ordinator 
 

What a strange year this has been.  As 

many of you will know, we had planned a 
large exhibition ñTime of Changeò for 

2020, devised by Trish Si mpson -Davis. 
When we went into L ockdown #1 , we 
really didnôt know when we were going 

to open up so we decided to shelve it. As 
the 75 th  anniversary of VE day loomed 

we decided to mount a virtual exhibition 
(12 page booklet), and that is still 
available on our website 

https://www.bishopswalthammuseum.co
m/exhibitions  together with Bishopôs 

Waltham Societyôs booklets on both VE 
Day and VJ Day celebrations , written by 
Tony Kippenberger.  

 
When the first lockdown lifted we 

thought it important to open, particularly 
when it had become apparent that the 
grounds of the Palace had been so 

popular. We put together a small 
exhibition relating to WWII to 

complement our static displays and the 
online display. As m any of you will know, 
this involved a LOT of paperwork, risk 

assessments and signage.  
 

 
 

The well protected reception desk  
 

The museum was opened for eight weeks 

in August and September with around 12  
volunteers working in teams of three  and 
we made good use of appropriate new 

signage .  

 
 

 
 
All the restrictions were adhered to and 

it worked well , with the upstairs not 
open and a one -way  system operating  
downstairs. Visitors entered in the usual 

way and exited from the kitchen (a door 
not normally opened).  

 

 
 
It was agreed by all that it had been a 

successful venture and well worth the 
effort ï we were not short of visitors, 

and they were all beautifully  behaved. 
We hope next year will be less eventful 
and that you are still able to volunteer 

for the museum in some capacity. We 
really appreciated the volunteers who 

https://www.bishopswalthammuseum.com/exhibitions
https://www.bishopswalthammuseum.com/exhibitions
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felt able to help, but if you couldnôt join 

us, we missed you!  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Events 
 

Unfortunately, we had to cancel  the talk 

by John Merriman entitled "The Black 
Death" as  it was not suitable for a 'Zoom' 

meeting but we hope to have a 'face to 
face' talk in the Spring.  
 

We did however have a shared 
ñChristmas Partyò meeting with the 

Bishopôs Waltham Society on Thursday 
December 17 th . There were two parts, 
first a reading by actor Simon Shepherd 

from JRR Tolkienôs ñLetters from Father 
Christmasò and then a fun quiz put 

together by Penny Copeland and her 
partner Mark. About 70 -80 people 
attended.  

 
Don Bryan, a local city guide will 

give us a Zoom talk on Monday 18 th  
January 2021  on the marriage of 
Mary Tudor and Philip of Spain  which 

we were due to have at the AGM in April  
2020 . Henry VIIIôs daughter, Queen 

Mary, waited many anxious days at 
Bishopôs Waltham Palace until a much 
delayed Philip arrived and their marriage 

could take place at Winchester 
Cathedral.  

 

Breaking News: 
 

A quiz will be happening in the 
Spring /early summer  (live, hopefully) 

and will be chaired by an  óEggheadô, who 
will it be?  Watch this space  to find out . 
 

English Heritageõs 
conservation work at the 
Palace by Penny Copeland 
 
This year has seen English Heritage 

really get to grips with conservation work 
at the Palace as it kicks off a two -year 
programme.  

 
Many of you will have seen the 

contractorsô porta cabins move in to the 
car park just after first lock down started 
and then move them out at the 

beginning of November. Bernie, their site 
manager, made himself at home for the 

summer and was incredibly 
accommodating. He kept us up to dat e 

on what was happening when Deborah, 
the EH project manager, was put on 
furlough soon after the project started 

(as were most of the EH staff). She was 
also one of the first to be called back 

because this is such a big project. The 
work has carried on thr ough the summer 
together with routine maintenance once 

we came out of the first lockdown.  
 

So, whatôs been happening? Initially , the 
project focused on the perimeter walls 
surrounding Palace House and the field 

on Palace Road.   

This is Bernie on the scaffolding with Gill 

Atkins and Mark Turner, next to a 

The Palace grounds were e xtremely 

popular throughout the summer of 2020 
and even now the benches are full at 
lunchtimes , despite the cold weather. 

Facebook is full of appreciation for keeping 
the grounds open during Lockdowns #2 

and #3, and credit must go to Dawn 
Woodsford, Gill A tkins and Gill Williams for 
opening and closing the grounds, and 

keeping them as clean as possible (not 
easy as the grounds have become the 

coffee -drinking destination of choice for 

Bishopôs Waltham!) 
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repointed section of wall and the first 

section of the experimental wildflower 

capping.  

 
They have been repaired, repointed and 

recapped ï which took months.  
The contractor, Paye (the ow nerôs 

name!), specialises in stone masonry 
and they have done a great job on both 

the brick and the flintwork.  
 

 

The wildflower turf in place. This will 

form a mat of roots that will shed water 

and prevent larger plants growing on 

the wall.  

 

 

A view in side the turret ï only possible 

because of the scaffolding.  
 

The jury is out on the purpose of the 

little upstairs room to the left -hand side  
of the turret (see above) , but the larger 

first floor room might be a summerhouse 
or dining room ï it has the remnants of a 
large window just out of shot to the 

right , which would have looked out over 
the Bishopôs Park. 

Here (below) is the corner turret with the 

window remnants at the top to the right 
and possibly a hearth behind the 
corbelled -out part. Newly clea ned and 

repointed, it is possible to see the 
ñdiaperworkò in the wall ï the diamond 

shape pattern made with darker bricks. 
You can also see this type of brickwork 
on the museumôs walls, although itôs 

mostly not as old as this.  

 

The other main work done so  far is 
removing ivy leaves from parts of the 

Palace ruins that are worst affected. The 
gatehouse was dealt with first and this 
revealed a window long forgotten about, 

and a small arch close to a pit ï almost 
certainly a latrine! The arch is at moat 

level so could it be an early flush 
mechanism?  
 

 
 

The arch in the moat at the back of the 

gatehouse . 


